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MIT Technology Review in April ran a
thought provoking piece by Ed Tenner,
based on the fact that despite 2.12m engi-
neers in the US, only 4 are found in the
House, and 1 in the Senate. In contrast
819,000 US doctors, (10 physicians in the
House, 2 in the Senate), and of 952,000
US  lawyers, some 160 representatives
and 58 senators have legal backgrounds.
Trying to discover similar information for
the UK is not easy.  Malcolm Harbour, MEP
for the West Midlands refers to himself as
‘one of the few MPs who is a qualified
engineer with manufacturing experience.’ 
There are a number of references that ‘the
House of Lords probably includes a larger
number of prominent scientists and engi-
neers than any other parliamentary cham-
ber in the world.’
STEMPRA, UK’s informal group for people
working in communication in scientific
societies, research institutes and organi-
sations in science, technology, engineer-
ing and medicine, find ‘there are mathe-
maticians, physicists, biochemists and
civil engineers in the Commons, and high-
ly distinguished  scientists and engineers
in the Lords.’
But there are no comparative numbers,
and not unreasonable is the suspicion that
a ‘legal experience community’ dominates
here.
Tenner  points out, “In Eastern Europe,
Asia, and the Middle East, engineers have
been in the thick of power. They’ve been
prominent in Marxist movements, such as
the brief Hungarian Communist revolution
of 1919. They became influential enough in
the early Soviet Union that Stalin directed
one of his first purges against them.”
“In 2004, almost all two dozen members
of China's ruling Politburo had engineer-
ing degrees, including all nine members of
the Politburo's Standing Committee. In the
Middle East, prominent engineers fill the
political spectrum, from former president
Süleyman Demirel of Turkey to the mem-
bers of the Society of Muslim Engineers,
pillars of the ayatollahs’ Iran, to the late
secular nationalist, Yasser Arafat.
"The argument that gained credence in
19th-century France and was echoed in
other regimes is that a state must be guid-
ed by a scientific and technological elite.”
“Two forces,” concludes Tenner “kept that
notion from taking hold in the United
States. The first was American suspicion of
central government. The second , indus-
try’s appetite for engineers.”  
US companies fearing manpower short-
ages, “resisted attempts to make elite
postgraduate degrees the norm for engi-
neers, as they were becoming for lawyers,
doctors, and executives. So engineers 
continue to design and implement every-
thing but our laws.” 
Quis custodiet ipsos custodes in the US
and UK is clearly a very legal  issue, 
leaving little room, alas, for engineering.
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